
112 2005 Jl!fining Histo1y jou rna/ 

grew Colorado Mining Stories, a bonanza 
of stories of hard rock, uranium, even a 
mention or two of coal mining, and some 
material on milling. 

The book focuses on the San Juan min
ing district, which, for all practical purposes 
closed down in the early nineties as a major 
mining region. Arlen caught it just at the 
right time to preserve a vanishing bit of 
Americana: hard rock mining. While the 
book ernphas i?:es the last two generations 
of the century, some of the stories take the 
reader back before that era. 

A tremendous amount of mining insight 
may be gained from this volume. Sometimes 
one might wonder why miners go under
ground and risk their lives. Eli Romero an
swered for them. I lis father wanted him to 
go to college, "but I had mining in my blood 
[157]." Or, as Mark Parker remarked: "If you 
ever actually picked up a piece of rock and 
saw gold, it is pretty awesome. Something 
about it just grabs you [169]." 

Mining archaeologist and historian Eric 
Twitty, in his Ricbes to Rust, explains how 
it all happened. He covers the nitty-gritty of 
mining, including the equipment, the surface 
plants, mine development, aerial tramways, 
and a host of other things. Take this volume 
into the field with you when you venture 
forth to look at mining sites. 

The book covers the decades from 
the boom of the 1870s to the depression
locked 1930s. It is heavi ly illustrated with 
photographs, drawings, and building lay
outs- anything that would help the reader 
understand and visualize the mining West. 
His enthusiasm took Twitty throughout the 
West. \'{lhy? "Today gold and silver [mining 
are] largely gone, and many of the mining 
districts are empty, but here the wealth seek
e rs left behind a legacy of historic townsites 
and mines which modern culture celebrates 
as the physical remnants of this fascinating 
bygone era [2]." 

These two books are excellent, and rec
ommended, as sources to start to appreciate 
and unde rstand mining and its fo lks . Arlen 
discusses the people who made it happen 

and Twitty the methods and equipment. Per
haps Twitty summed up the feelings of gen
erations of Americans when he concluded: 
"The historic mine sites that dot the western 
landscape hold a place of great significance 
today. When we as visitors examine historic 
mine sites, we walk among the ghosts of one 
of the world's most incredible and exciting 
eras [303]." 

Duane A. Smith 
Fort Lewis College 

john Park. Missouri Mining Heritage 
Guide. Miami, FL: Stonerose Publishing 
Co., 2005; 279 pp., 160 photos, 103 maps, 
paper, $22.95. 

The Missouri Mining Heritage Guide by 
MilA member John Park is a new addition 
to his Mining Heritage Guide series. In 279 
pages, he describes the geology, history, 
and economics of the many mining-related 
localities in Missouri. 

The author does not stop there. Through
out the book there are cross references to the 
many mining personalities, sites, railroads, 
museums, visitors' centers, etc., relevant to 
the subject. In many instances, longitude 
and latitude are given for a mine, along 
with photographs, maps, directions, mining 
methods employed, references, websites, 
and telephone numbers. Descriptions of 
the principal mining districts, such as the 
lead mines of southeast Missouri and the 
southwest Missouri zinc mines of the Tri
State District, are exceptionally well done. 
As one who spent twenty years as a mining 
machinery salesman in southeast Missouri, I 
was amazed at how much information was 
new to me. 

This publication is a must for secondaty 
school teachers, as they can organize some 
good class field trips. For a person interested 
in the histoty of mining in Missouri, past and 
present, the guide is a great starting point 
from which one can delve deeper into the 
history of an area with further research. In 
short, this guidebook is probably the best 
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and most thoroughly researched one avail
able for this subject, and in a very readable 
and interesting format. 

Jim Besleme 
Columbia, Missouri 

Sal ly Zanjani. The Glory Days in Gold
field, Nevada. Reno: University of Nevada 
Press, 2002; 176 pp., photos, illus., cloth, 
$31.95. 

\Xfith the 2002 release of The Glo1y Days 
in Goldfield, Nevada, Sally Zanjani offers 
another in a long line of remarkable books. 
This volume is a richly illustrated centennial 
celebration of the initial strike in 1902. The 
ensuing rush founded Goldfield in central 
Nevada . Besides drawing on nearly two 
hundred photographs and drawings, the 
author employs a wide range of primary 
source material to offer access to voices long 
since sile nced . 

Zanjani's earlier, definitive treatment of 
Nevada's turn-of-the-century capital of min
ing, Goldfield, employed the sublitle "The 
Last Gold Rush on the Western Frontier." 
Indeed this boomtown was the last of its 
kind, and Goldfield is unique, both in the 
degree of its wealth and in its abil ity to de
fine the end of an era. Given this, historians 
are justified to examine and re-examine 
Goldfield from any number of perspectives. 
Nevertheless, it is worthwhile to ask why 
Zanjani returned to this subject, give n the 
expert, thorough way she handled it in her 
1992 treatise. 

First of all , as the daughter of an early 
Goldfield reside nt, Zanjani has access to 
many images and can easily put her hands 
on a variety of primary sources. She puts 
these to good use as she tmfolds this story. 
GLOIJI Days does not have the depth of de
tail and ana lysis of her earlier treatment of 
Goldfield, but this new contribution offers 
a perspective that is most welcome. ll also 
serves as a quick introduction to the topic, 
with sufficient visuals to offer a vivid im
pression of the turn-of-the-century mining 

camp. 
Zanjani offers successive chapters on 

the founding of Goldfield, the mines, and 
the nature of the community, including its 
fam ily life and forms of entertainment. No 
treatment of Goldfield would be complete 
without a discussion of its labor unrest and 
controversies, and the author, no stranger to 
the topic, delivers. Finally, Zanjani's treat
ment concludes with the slump of the camp's 
mines, economy, and population. Today, 
Goldfield is a pale shadow of its former 
self. Exhausted mines, fires, and floods left 
only a reflection of a place that was once 
Nevada's biggest city. Neglect and a harsh 
environment completed the story of a great 
place's degradation. \'.V'ith this final chapter, 
Zanjani documents the inevitable end of a 
western mining boomtown's life cycle. 

Goldfield is an extremely important com
munity that warrants this and more attention. 
Its startling wealth attracted fortune seekers 
the same way the California Gold Rush had 
more than fifty years earlier. This opportu
nity to see a ga llery of images and to read 
a wide assortment of period texts gives the 
reader the chance to know this place a little 
better. 

Perhaps aware that a second book on 
Goldfield in ten years begged the question 
of need, Zanjani offers a defense of the un
dertaking in her preface. Her assertion that 
she "had more to say about Goldfield than 
could be fitted into a single book," may be 
the weakest point of the publication. There is 
a better justification that she understandably 
could not have written. The fact is that we 
need every book this author can give to us. 
Each of her publications is a gem and our 
community of mining and western historians 
grows richer every time she mines an ore 
body. If Sally Zanjani were to write yet an
other book on Goldfield, she would make a 
success of it, so she is only to be e ncouraged 
to proceed with her writing, whatever the 
topic. And we will look forward to the next 
time she delights her grateful readers. 

Ronald M. James 
Carson City, Nevada 


