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Figure E 4.6: During the lstter h;lfofths l9l0s, the Primos Chcmical Compsny operahd North Am€rica's larg€Bt
vanadium mill at the tolrrt of Veadium, At the time, the vaddium mining industry exp€rienc€d a boom due to a
hesw wadime demsnd for vauadium. Source: DeN€r Public Library, cHsx570l.

Becaus€ camotite carried both vanadium and radium, the ore enjoyed a dema[d that was
heavier than ever. This tirne, however, the .oles of the metal constituents were reversed. In the
pasq companies produced camotite for its radium and considgred the vanadium as an
afterthought. By 1917, the large companies refitted their mills to recoyer vanadium first and
mdium only as a byproduct. In so doing, the cornpanies found c-amotite to be highly Fofitable
because the ore featured four limes more vanadium than uranium.'"

Repealing the patt€m ofthe past camotite excitements, the World War I boom provided
opportunities for both large companies and independent parties. Prospectors were quick to sense
the potential and cangregated in tlle areas known for production. Some worked out of Standard
Chemical's Joc Jr. and Ford canps, and others stayed in Julian Camp, on the San Miguel River
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