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Fi$re B 4.10: During world war tr, dle valadiuEl Corporation ofAmedca operat€d ib Inill at Vancorum. The
mill wls built in 1930 ro rccovor vansdium ffom cr1rd6 ore, and il stood idle ufil the Vanadium Corpor.tion of
Anerics stsrted it dudng th€ l.te 1930s. Duing th€ war, th€ ftcility not only produced vaoadium as desi8ned, but
slso rccoverEd uranium ffom cru& ore snd tailihgs brcught in fiom other mills. Like lhe Uravan nill, lhe utroium
opo.stioB were s€cr€t. Source: Denver Public LibrEy, CHS.X520I.

During 1943, the MED and the MRC completed additionsl projects that incressed
vanadium and uranium production. USV and vCA continued to separste out the uranium
aontent ofthe tailings hucked in frorn elsewhere, and now North Continent did likewis€ with its
own tailings al Slick Rock. The product generded by these mills was far fiom refined uranium
and hstead came in a form known as green sludge. To convert this into something usable, the
MED contracred with USV again in 1943 to erect and operate an advanced corcenaation facility
at Grand Junction. The end Eoduct was a radioactive uranium oxide powdgr known as


