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FRONT COVER: Blast Furnace No. 1, Sloss-Shefheld Steel and Iron Company, Birmingham, Alabama,
completed in 1929 as one of two units replacing the company’s original 1882 furnaces. A skip hoist fed local
iron ore, coke, and limestone into the 84-foot-tall, 21-foot-wide, 400-tpd furnace, operating at temperatures
up to 3,800 degrees Fahrenheit. Molten iron was tapped from the base about every four hours and flowed
into molds duginto the sand floor of the adjacent cast shed to produce “pigs” weighing 100 to 115 pounds
cach. From 1931 the ore flowed to a ladle railcar to be transferred to casting machine, eliminating the
manual labor of floor casting. Depending upon the era, up to 75 percent of the complex’s workforce was
African American. With area iron ores unsuited to steelmaking., Birmingham became an important center
of pig iron and cast-iron pipe manufacture. Production ended in 1970, the site became Sloss Furnaces
National Historic Landmark in 1981, and opened as a city museum in 1983. (Editor’s photo.)

BACK COVER: Members of the Sloss Metal Arts Program conduct an iron pour in the former Sloss
Furnaces’ No. 2 cast shed. The program, established in 1985 and located in the shed, offers workshops,
exhibitions, and conferences centered on cast iron in sculpting, and hosts both resident and visiting artists.

(Editor’s photo.)
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