MHA Conference Schedule – Pittsburg, Kansas
May 27-31, 2026
Wednesday, May 27
	2-4pm, MHA Council Meeting, Hampton by Hilton
Thursday, May 28
	8am-3pm – Field Trip, Coal Country  
			Big Brutus & Museum
			Heartlands Railroad Museum
			Dragline Park
			Miners Hall Museum
			Frontenac Museum
			Coal Fields
10am-Noon & 2-3pm, Registration – Outside Ballroom A, Overman Student Center, Pittsburg State University
4:30-7pm – Opening Reception – Joplin History & Mineral Museum
	4:30-530pm: Visit to Museum
	530-6pm: Food & Drinks
6pm-645pm: Chris Wiseman, Curator, Joplin History & Mineral Museum, “Mining, Milling, & Smelting Technology of the Historic Tri-State Lead and Zinc District”
Friday, May 29
	8am-3pm Presentations in Ballroom A
	Session 1: 745-850am: Welcoming Session:
Welcome to Pittsburg State University—Chris Childers, PSU Dean of College of Arts & Sciences and History Professor
Mining Impact of on the Culture of Southeast Kansas
Abandoned Mine Land Program—Mike Worsley, Program Administrator, Kansas Department of Health and Environment Surface Mining Unit
Habitat Restoration—David Jenkins, Wildlife Manager, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
About Pittsburg—Chris Wilson, Explore Crawford County
	

Session 2: 9-10:15am: Mining, Minerals, and Men
Blair Schneider, “Talk about why the coal, lead, and zinc are there, the history and impact of the mining, and the future directions we are looking for remediation as well as critical mineral exploration”
Jerry Lombeck, Local Historian, Pittsburg, KS, ‘Coal Mining in the Crawford/Cherokee Coal Fields”
Linda O’Neilo Knoll, Local Historian Pittsburg, KS, “Army of Amazons: Strikes, Struggles, and Solidarity: Unrest in the Kansas Coalfields”
	Session 3: 10:20-1130am: Tri-State Mining History
Jarod Roll, Professor of History, University of Missouri, “A Modern American Frontier: The Development of the Tri-State Mining District of Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, 1850-1960”
Martin Appold, Professor of Geology, University of Missouri, Columbia, "Origin of the Mississippi Valley-type Deposits of the Tri-State District"
Session 4: 1-215pm: Coal Melting Pot, Chair Jerry Lomshek
Seth Nutt, Library Director, City of Frontenac, “An Introduction to the Heritage Hall Museum, Frontenac, KS”
Bob Zagonel, CCHM Board Member, “An Introduction to the Crawford County Historical Museum, Pittsburg, KS”
Phyllis Bitner, Chair MHM, “An Introduction to the Miners Hall Museum, Franklin, KS”
	Session 4: 230-415pm: Name TBD, Chair Chris Huggard
Sara DeCaro, Director, Curator of Special Collections and University Archivist, Pittsburg State University, "Resources for Mining Research in the Pittsburg State University Special Collections and Archives."
Jarod Roll, Professor of History, University of Missouri, “Poor Man’s Fortune: What Made Tri-State Miners Notoriously Anti-Union?
630-8pm MHA Awards Banquet – Ballroom A	
Saturday, May 30
	8am-3pm – Presentations, Ballroom A, Overman Student Union, PSU
	Klas Swanljung
	Nic Haygarth
Noon-130pm – Presidential Luncheon & Address, Paul Bartos, MHA President, “Tales from Cerro Rico de Potosi / San Bartolome” 
140-250—Mining in Quapaw Country & Natural Recovery of Mine Waters
Nick Shepherd, “3-D model of the workings in the Picher Field”
Bob Nairn, Robert W. Hughes Centennial Professor | David L. Boren Professor | Viersen Presidential Professor, Center for Restoration of Ecosystems and Watersheds | School of Civil Engineering and Environmental Science University of Oklahoma “Working with Mother Nature to Address Legacy Mine Waters: Reversing the Irreversible with Natural Infrastructure” 

	3-430pm – MHA Board Meeting, Ballroom A
Sunday, May 31
	8am-5pm – Field Trip, Tri-State District of Oklahoma
			Baxter Springs Museum
			Quapaw Nation (Hosts Tim Kent, David Cates, Craig Kremin, Dana Hummell)
			Picher/Douthet/Tar Creek—Mine Communities & Land Reclamation
			Quapaw Farmer’s Market Lunch
Commerce – Mining Remnants & Passive Treatment System (water recovery)—Host Bob Nairn, Univ. of Oklahoma
			Mickey Mantle Home Site & Statue
			Quapaw Museum
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